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LETTER 72 Anſwer to certain 
| Queftions propounded by a Noble 
and Learned Gentleman, touching 
the Reproaches caſt on the Nation 
of the I Rws; wherein ell Oljec- 
tions are candidly, and yet fully 
cleared. 


By Rabbi MaN Ass REE BEN ISRAEL, 
a Divine and à Phyſician. 


M Noble and Learned 81 R, 
* HAVE received a Letter from 
J} 


your Worſhip, which Was wel- 
17 


come to me; and I read it, be- 
cauſe yours, with great delight, 
if you will pleaſe to allow for the 
Unpleaſantneſs of the Subject. For I do aſ- 
ſure your Worſhip, I never met with any 
thing in my Life which I did more deeply 
B reſent, 
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reſent, for that it reflects upon the Credit of 
a Nation, which amongſt ſo many Calum- 
nies, ſo manifeſt (and therefore ſhameful) I 
dare to pronounce innocent. Yet I am afraid, 
that whilſt I anſwer to them, I ſhall offend 
ſome, whoſe Zeal will not permit them to 
conſider, that Self-vindication, as defenſive 
Arms, is natural to all ; but to be wholly 
ſilent, were to acknowledge what is fo falſly 
objected. Wherefore that I may juſtify my- 
ſelf to my own Conſcience, I have obeyed 
your Worſhip's Commands : For your Re- 
queſt muſt not be accounted leſs, at leaſt by 
me. I preſume your Worſhip cannot expect 
either prolix or polite Diſcourſes upon ſo ſad 
a Subject; for who can be ambitious in his 
own Calamity ? I have therefore diſpatched 
only ſome conciſe and brief Relations, barely 
excceding the Bounds of a Letter ; yet ſuch 


-as may ſuffice you, to inform the Rulers of 


the Engliſb Nation of a Truth moſt real and 
fincere, which I hope they will accept in good 
Part, according to their noble and ſingular 
Prudence and Piety. For Innocence being 
always moſt free from ſuſpecting Evil, I can- 


not be perſuaded, that any one hath either 


ſpoken or written againſt us, out of any par- 
ticular Hatred that they bare us, but that they 
rather ſuppoſed our coming might prove pre- 
judicial to their Eſtates and Intereſts, Charity 
always beginning at home. Yet notwith- 
ſtanding I propounded this Matter under an 

Argument 
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Argument of Profit (for this hath made us 


- welcome in other Countries) and therefore I 


hope I may prove what I undertake. How- 
ever, I have but ſmall Encouragement to ex- 
pect the happy Attainment of any other De- 
ſign, but only that Truth may be juſtified of 
her Children. I ſhall anſwer in order to what 
your Worſhip hath propoſed. 


The FIRST SECTION. 


ND in the firſt place, I cannot but 
weep bitterly, and with much Anguiſh 

of Soul lament that ſtrange and horrid Accu- 
ſation of ſome Chriſtians againſt the diſperſed 
and afflicted Jews that dwell among them, 
when they ſay (what I tremble to write) that 
the Jeus are wont to celebrate the Feaſt of 
Unlevened Bread, fermenting it with the 
Blood of ſome Chriſtians, whom they have 
for this Purpoſe killed: When the Calumnia- 
tors themſelves have moſt barbarouſly and 
cruelly butchered ſome of them ; or to ſpeak 
more mildly, have found one dead, and caſt 
the Corps, as if it had been murdered by the 
'Zews, into their Houſes or Yards, as lament- 
able Experience hath proved in ſundry Places: 
And then, with unbridled Rage and Tumult, 
they accuſe the innocent Jews, as the Com- 
mitters of this moſt execrable Fact. Which 
deteſtable Wickedneſs hath been ſometimes 
perpetrated, that they might thereby take 
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Advantage to exerciſe their Cruelty upon 
them; and ſometimes to juſtify and patro- 
nize their Maſſacres already exccuted. ut 
how far this Accuſation is from any ſerabla- 
ble Appearance of Truth, your Worſhip may 
judge by theſe following Arguments, 

1. It is uitcrly forbid the Jews to eat any 
manner of Plcod whatſoever, Lev. vil. 26. 
anc) Deut. xii. where it is exprefly ſaid 0 
And ye fhall eat no manner of Blood: And in 
obedience to this Command, the Fews eat not 
the Blood of any Animal. And more than 
this, if they fad one Drop of Blood in an 
Egg, they caſt it away as prohibited. And 
if in eating a Piece of Bread, it happens to 
touch any Blood drawn from the Teeth or 
Gums, it muſt be parcd and cleanſed from 
the ſaid Elood, as it evidently appears in Sul- 
ban Haruch, and our Ritual Book. Since 
then it is thus; How can it enter into any 
Man's Heart to Lelieve that they ſnould eat 
Human Blood, which is yet more deteſtable ; 
there being ſcarce any Nation nov remaining 
upon Earch fo barbarous as to commit ſuch 
Wickedneſs ? 

2. The Precept ia the Decalogue, Thou 
halt not kill, is of gercral Extent ; it is a 
moral Command. So that the Jews are 
bound not only not to kill one of thoſe Na- 
tions vrhere they live, but they are alſo ob- 
liged by tae Law of Gratitude to love them. 


They are the very Words of Rabbi Moſas of 
Egypt 
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Egypt in Jad à Raza, in his Treatiſe of 
Kings, the tenth Chapter, in the Bal: Con- 
cerning the Nations, the Antients have com- 
manded us to viſit their Sick, and to bury 
their Dead as the Dead of Iſrael, and to re- 
lieve ani maintain their Poor, as we dh the 
Poer of iſrael, becauſe of the Mays of Peace; 
as it is written, God is good to all, and his 
tender Mercies are over all his Works, Pal. 
cxlv. 9. And in conformity hereto, I witneſs 
before God bleſſed for ever, that I have con- 
tinvally ſeen in Amſterdam, where I refide, 
abundance of goed Correſpondence, many 
Interchanges of brotherly Aſfection, and ſun- 
dry things cf reciprocal Love. I have thrice 
ſeen when Home Flemiſh Chriſtians have fallen 
into the River in our Ward, called Flem- 
burch, our Nation caſ themſelves into the 
River to them, io help them out, and to de- 
liver their Lives from Death. And certainly, 
he hat will thus hazard himſelf to fave ano- 
ther, cannot harbour ſo nuch cruel Malice, 
as to kill the Innocent, whom he ought out 
of the Duty of Humanity to defend and 
protect, | 
3. It is forbid, Exod. xxi. 20. to kill a Stran- 
ger: If a Man ſinite his Servant, or his Maid 
with a Rid, and he die under his Hand, be 
ſhall ſurely be puniſhed ; notwithſtanding, if 
be continue « Day or two, be ſhall not be pu- 
niſhed, for Le is his Money, The Text ſpeaks 
of a Scryant that is one of the Gentile Nations, 
becauſe 
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becauſe that he only is ſaid to be the Money 
of the Few, who is his Maſter, as Men Ezra 


well notes upon the Place. And the Lord 


commands, that if he die under the Hand of 
his Maſter, his Maſter ſhall be put to Death; 
for that, as it ſeems, he ſtruck him with a 
murderous Intent, But it is otherwiſe, if the 
Servant dies afterwards ; for then it appears, 
that he did not ſtrike him with a Purpoſe to 
kill him; for if fo, he would have killed him 
out of hand: Wherefore he ſhall be free, and 
it may ſuffice for Puniſhment, that he hath 
loſt his Money. If therefore a Few cannot 
kill his Servant or Slave, that is one of the Na- 
tions, according to the Law, How much 
leſs ſhall he be impowered to murder him that 
is not his Enemy, and with whom he leads a 
quiet and peaceable Life? And therefore, 
How can any good Man believe that, againſt 
his holy Law, a Jew (in a- ſtrange Country 
eſpecially) ſhould make himſelf guilty of" fo 
execrable a Fact? 

4. Admit that it were lawful (which God 
forbid) why ſhould they eat the Blood ? And 
ſuppoſing they ſhould eat the Blood, Why 
ſhould they eat it on the Paſſover? Here at 
this Feaſt every Confection ought to be ſo 
pure, as not to admit of any Leven, or any 
thing that may fermentate, which certainly 
Blood doth, 

5. If the Jews did repute and hold this 
Action (which is never to be named without 

2 an 
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an Epithet of Horror) neceſſary, they would 
not expoſe themſelves to ſo imminent a Dan- 
ger, to ſo cruel and more deſerved Puniſh- 
ment, unleſs they were moved to it by ſome 
Divine Precept, or at leaſt ſome Conſtitution 
of their Wiſe Men. Now we challenge all 
thoſe Men who entertain this dreadful Opini- 
on of us, as obliged in Point of Juſtice, to 
cite the Place of Scripture, or of the Rabbins, 
where any fuch Precept or Doctrine is deli- 
vered. And until they do fo, we will aſſume 
fo much Liberty, as to conclude it to be no 
better than a malicious Slander, 

6. If a Man, to fave his Life, may break 
the Sabbath, and tranſgreſs many of the other 
Commands of the Law, as hath been deter- 
mined in the Talmud; as alſo confirmed by 
R. Moſes of Egypt, in the fifth Chapter of his 
Treatiſe of the Fundamentals of the Law ; 
yet three are excepted, which are, Idolatry, 
Murder, and Adultery - Life not being to 
be purchaſed at ſo dear a rate, as the commit- 
ting of theſe heinous Sins ; an innocent Death 
being infinitely to be preferred before it. 
Wherefore, if the killing of a Chriſtian, as 
they object, were a Divine Precept and Inſti- 
tution (which far be it from me to conceive) 
it were certainly to be nulled and rendered 
void, fince a Man cannot perform it without 
endangering his own Life; and not only ſo, 
but the Life of the whole Congregation of an 
tire People: And yet more, fince it is di- 

, rectly 
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realy a Violation of one of theſe three Pre- a 
cepts, Thou ſkalt do no Murder; which is in- 
tended univerſally of all Men, as we have | 
faid before. | 

7. The Lord bleſſed for ever, by his Pro- 
phet Jeremiah, Chap, xxix. 7. gives it in 
Command to the captive raelites that were | 
diſpers'd among the Heathens, that they 
ſhould continually pray for, and endeavour 
the Peace, Welfare and Proſperity of the Ci- 
ty wherein they dwelt, and the Inhabitants 
thereof, This the Fews have always done, 
and continue to this Day in all their Syna- 
| gogues, with a particular Blefſing of the 


Prince or Magiſtrate, under whoſe Protec- 
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4 | tion they live. And this the Right LIonour- 
= able my Lord St. John can teſtify ; who, 
1 

J 


— ] Sd fol.c. co es Da © 


when he was Embaſſdor to the Lords the 
| States of the United Provinces, was pleaſed 

| to honour our Synagogue at Amſterdam with 
1 his Preſence, where our Nation entertained 
g | him with Muſick, and all Expreſſions of 
= Joy and Gladneſs, and alſo pronounc'd a 
| Bleſſing, not only upon his Honour then pre- 
ſent, but upon the whole Common- wealth of 

| England,for that they were a People in League 
| and Amity ; and becauſe we conceived ſome 
| Hopes that they would manifeſt towards us, 
what we ever bare towards them, viz. all 

Love and Affection. But to return again to 
our Argument, if we are bouhd to ſtudy, 
endeayour, and ſollicit the good and flouriſh- 


9 
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ing Eſtate of the City where we live, and 
the Inhabitants thereof, how ſhall we then 
murder their Children, who are the greateſt 
Good, and the moſt flouriſhing Bleſſing that 
this Life doth indulge to them ? 

8. The Children of 1/-ael are naturally 
merciful and full of Compaſſion. This was 
acknowledg'd by their Enemies, 1 Kings 
xx. 31. when Benhadad, King of Aſſyria, 
was diſcomfited in the Battle, and fled away, 
he became a Petitioner for his Life to King 
Ahab, who had conquer'd him ; for he un- 
derſtood, that the Kings of the Houſe of Iſ- 
rael were merciful Kings : And his own Ex- 
perience confirm'd it, when for a little Af- 
tection that he pretended in a Compliment, 
he obtain'd again his Life and Fortunes, 
from which the Event of the War had diſin- 
titled him. And when the Gibeonites made 
that cruel Requeſt to David, that ſeven of 


Saul's Sons, who were innocent, ſhould be 


deliver'd unto them, the Prophet ſays, Now 


the Gibeonites were not of the Children of 
Iſrael, 2 Sam. xxi. 2. as if he had laid, In 
this Cruelty the Piety of the raelites is not 


ſo much ſet forth, as the Tyranny and im- 


placable Rage of the Gentiles, the Gibeo- 
mites, Which being ſo, and Experience 
withal declares it, vis. the Fidelity which 
our Nation hath inviolably preſerved towards 
their Superiors; then moſt certainly it is 

| wholly 
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wholly incompatible, and inconſiſtent with 
the murdering of their Children. 

9. There are ſome Chriſtians, that uſe to 
inſult the Jeus as Chriſtian Homicides, that 
will yenture to give a Reaſon of theſe pre- 
tended murderous Practices: As if the Ac- 
cuſation were then moſt infallibly true, if 
they can find any Semblance of a Reaſon 
why it might be ſo, As they ſay, that this 
is practis'd by them in Hatred and Deteſta- 
tion of Jeſus of Nazareth ; and that there- 
fore they ſteal Chriſtian Children, buffeting 
them in the ſame manner that he was buffet- 
ed, thereby to rub up and revive the Memo. 
ry of the aforeſaid Death. And likewiſe, 
they imagine that the Jews ſecretly ſteal 
away Croſſes, Crucifixes, and ſuch-like gra- 
ven Images, which Papifts privately and 
carefully retain in their Houfes ; and every 
Day the Jews mainly ſtrike, and buffet, 
ſhamefully ſpitting on them, with ſuch-like 
Ceremonies of Deſpite, and all this in Hatred 
of Jeſus. But I admire what they really 
think, when they object ſuch things as theſe, 
laying them to our Charge: For ſurely we 
cannot believe, that a People, otherwiſe of 
ſufficient Prudence and Judgment, can per- 
ſuade themſelves into an Opinion, that the 
Jeu ſhould commit ſuch Practices, unleſs 
they could conceive they did them in Ho- 
nour and Obedience to the God whom they 

worſhip. 
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worſhip. And what kind of Obedience is 
this they perform to God bleſſed for ever, 
when they directly ſin againſt that ſpecial 
Command, Thou ſhalt not kill ? Beſides, this 
cannot be committed without the imminent 
and manifeſt Peril of their Lives and For- 
tunes, and the neceſſary expoſing themſelves 
to a juſt Revenge. Moreover, it is an Ana- 
thema to a few to have any graven Images 
in his Houſe, or any thing of an Idol, which 


any of the Nations figuratively worſhip, | *_ 


Deut. vii. 26. ; | 
10. Matthew Paris, p. 532. writes, that 
in the Year 1240. the Jews circumcis'd a 
Chriſtian Child at Norwich, and gave him 
the Name 2 and reſerv'd him to be 
crucify'd, for which cauſe many of them 
were moſt cruelly put to Death. The Truth 
of this Story will evidently appear upon the 
Conſideration of its Circumſtances. He was 
firſt circumciſed, and this perfectly conſti- 
tutes him a Few. Now for a Jew to em- 
brace a Chriſtian in his Arms, and foſter him 
in his Boſom, is a Teſtimony of great Love 
and Affection. But if it was intended that 
ſhortly after this Child ſhould be crucify d, 
to what end was he firſt circumcis'd ? If it 
ſhall be ſaid it was out of Hatred to the 
Chriſtians, it appears rather to the contrary, 
that it proceeded from Deteſtation of the 
ews, or of them who had newly become 
roſelytes, to embrace the Jews Religion. 
C 2 Surely 
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Surely this ſuppos d Prank (ſtory'd to be done 
in Popiſh Times) looks more like a Piece of 
the real Scene of the Popiſh Spaniards Picty, 
who firſt baptiz'd the poor Indians, and af- 
terwards, out of cruel Pity to their Souls, 
inhumanly butcher'd them ; than of ſtrict 
Law-obſerving Fews, who dare not make a 
Sport of one of the Seals of their Coyenant. 
11. Our Captivity under the Mahometans 
is far more burdenſom and grievous than un- 
der the. Chriſtians ; and ſo our Antients have 
faid, I is better to inbabit under Edom than 
Iſmael, for they are a People more civil and 
rational, and of a better Policy, as our Na- 
tion have found experimentally. For ex- 
cepting the nobler and better ſort of Jes, 
| ſuch as live in the Court of Conſtantinople, 
the vulgar People of the Jews that are diſ- 
perſed in other Countries of the Mahometan 
Empire, in Afia and Africa, are treated 
with abundance of Contempt and Scorn. It 
would therefore follow, if this ſacrificing of 
Children be the Product and Reſult of Ha- 
tred, that they ſhould execute and diſgorge 
it much more upon the Mahometens, who 
have reduc'd them to ſo great Calamity and 
Miſery. So that if it be neceſſary to the Ce- 
lebration of the Paſſover, why do they not 
as well kill a Mabometan? But altho' the 
Fews are ſcattered and diſpers'd throughout 
all thoſe vait Territories, notwithſtanding all 
their Deſpite againſt us, they never yet to 
this 
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this Day forg'd ſuch a calumnious Accuſa- 
tion. Wherefore it 1 plainly, that it 
js nothing elſe but a Slander, and ſuch a one, 
that conſidering how the Scene is laid, I 


cannot eaſily determine whether it ſpeaks 


a * 


more of Malice, or of Folly; certainly Sul- 
tan Selim made himſelf very merry with it, 


when the Story was related him by Moſes 


Amon his chief Phyſician. 

12. If all that has been ſaid is not of ſuf- 
ficient Force to wipe off this Accuſation, be- 
cauſe the Matter on our Part is purely nega- 
tive, and ſo cannot be cleared by any Evi- 
dence of Witneſſes, I am conſtrained to uſe 
another way of Argument, which the Lord 
bleſſed for ever preſcribed,. Exod. xxii. which 
is an Oath : Wherefore I fwear, without an 
Deceit or Fraud, by the moſt high Gop, 
the Creator of Heaven and Earth, who pro- 
mulg'd his Law to the People of 1/rael upon 
Mount Sinai, that I never yet to this Day 
ſaw any ſuch Cuſtom among the People of 
Iſrael, and that they do not hold any ſuch 
thing by divine Precept of the Law, or any 
Ordinance or Inſtitution of their wife Men, 
and that they never committed or endeavour'd 
ſuch Wickedneſs (that I know, or have cre- 
dibly heard, or read in any Jeuiſh Authors) 
and if I lie in this Matter, then let all the 
Curſes mention'd in Leviticus and Deutero- 
nomy come upon me; let me never ſee the 
Bleflings and Conſolations of Zion, nor at- 

tain 
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tain to the Reſurrection of the Dead. By 
this, I hope, I may have prov'd what I did 
intend ; and certainly this may ſuffice all 
the Friends of Truth, and all faithful Chriſ. 
tians, to give Credit to what I have aver'd. 
And indeed our Adverſaries, who have been 
a little more learned, and conſequently a 
little more civil than the Vulgar, have made 
a Halt at this Imputation. John Hoornbeek, 
in'that Book which he lately wrote againſt 
our Nation, wherein he hath objected againſt 
us, right or wrong, all that he could any 
ways ſcrape together, was notwithſtanding 
aſham'd to lay this at our Door, in his Pro- 
legomena, p. 26. where he ſays, An autem 
verum fit ar vulgo in hiſtoriis legatur, &c. 
i. e. whether that be true which is common- 
ly read in Hiſtories, to aggravate the Jews 
Hatred againſt the Chriſtians, or rather the 
Chriſtians againſt the Jeos, that they ſhould 
annually, upon the Preparation of the Paſſ- 
over, after a cruel manner, ſacrifice a Chriſ- 
tian Child privily ſtolen, in diſgrace and con- 
tempt of Chriſt, whoſe Paſſion and Cruci- 
fixion the Chriſtians celebrate, I will not aſ- 
ſert for Truth : as well knowing, how eaſy 
it was for thoſe times, wherein theſe things 
are mention'd to have happen'd (eſpecially 
after the Inquiſition was ſet up in the Pope- 
dom; ) 4 the Hiſtories of thoſe Ages, 
according to the Affection of the Writers, 
were too too much addicted and given unto 


Fables 
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Fables and Figments. Indeed I have never 
yet ſeen any of all thoſe Relations that hath 
by any certain Experiment prov'd this Fact; 
for they are all founded either upon the un- 
certain Report of the Vulgar, or elſe upon 
the ſecret Accuſation of the Monks belong- 
ing to the Inquiſition, not to mention the 
Avarice of the Informers, wickedly hanker- 
ing after the Jews Wealth, and ſo with eaſe 
forging any Wickedneſs. For in the firſt 
Book of the Sicilian Conſtitutions, Tit. 7. 
we ſee the Emperor Frederick faying, Si 
vero Judæus vel Saracenus fit, in quibus 
prouts certo perpendimus Chriſtianorum Per- 
ſecutio minus abundat ad præſens: But if he 
be a Jeu or a Saracen, againſt whom, as we 
have weighed, the Perſecution of the Chrif- 
tians does much abound, &c. thus taxing the 
Violence of certain Chriſtians againſt the 
Jews, Or if perhaps it hath ſometimes hap- 
pen'd, that a Chriſtian was kill'd by a Few, 
we muſt not therefore ſay that in all Places 
where they inhabit, they annually kill a 
Chriſtian Child, And for that which Tho- 
mas Cantipratenfis, lib. 2. cap. 23. affirms, 
viz: that it is certainly known, that the 
Jeus every Year, in every Province, caſt 
lots what City or Town ſhall afford Chriſtian 
Blood to the other Cities ; I can give it no 
more Credit than his other Fictions and Lies, 
wherewith he hath ſtuff d his Book. Thus 
far John Hoornbeek, | 
| 13. Not- 
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| 13. Notwithſtanding all this, there are 
_ not wanting ſome Hiſtories, that relate theſe 
| and the like Calumnies againſt an afflicted 
1 People: For which cauſe the Lord ſaith, 
1 He that toucheth you toucheth the Apple of 
- my Eye, Zach. ii. 6. I ſhall curſorily men- 
| tion ſome Paſſages that have occurred in my 
| time, whereof I ſay not that I was an Eye- 
witneſs, but only that they were of general 
Report and Credence, without the leaſt Con- 
tradition. I have faithfully noted both the 
Names of the Perſons, the Places where, 
and the Time when they happened, in my 
Continuation of Flavius Foſephus ; I ſhall 
be the leſs curious therefore in reciting them 
here. In Vienna, the Metropolis of Auſtria, 
Frederick being Emperor, there was a Pond 
frozen according to the Cold of thoſe Parts, 
wherein three Boys (as it too frequently hap- 
pens) were drowned. When they were 
miſs'd, theImputation is caſt upon the Jews, 
and they are incontinently indicted for mur- 
dering them 'to celebrate their Paſſover, 
And being impriſon'd, after infinite Prayers 
and Supplications made to no Effect, three 
hundred of them were burnt. When the 
Pond thaw'd, theſe three Boys were found, 
and then their Innocency was clearly evinc'd, 
altho' too late, after the Execution of this 
Cruelty. 
In Araguza, about thirty Years ago, there 
was a Chriſtiana Woman, into whoſe Houfe 
| there 
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there came a little Girl (of eleven Vears of 
Age, Daughter toa neighbouring Gentleman) 
richly adorn'd with Jewels: This wretched 
Woman, not thinking of a ſafer way to rob 
her than by killing her, cut her Throat, and 
hid her under her Bed, The Girl was pre- 
ſently miſs d, and by Information they under- 
ſtood that ſhe was ſeen to go into that Houſe. 
They call a Magiſtrate to ſearch the Houſe, 
and find the Girl dead. She confeſſed the 
Fact, and as if ſhe ſhould have expiated her 
own Guilt by deſtroying a Few, tho' ever fo 
innocent, ſhe faid ſhe did it at the Inſtigation 
and Perſuaſion of one Jaac Feſhurun, for 
that the Jews wanted Blood to celebrate 
their Feaſt, She was hang'd, and the Jeu 
was apprehended, who being fix times 
cruelly tortur'd, they employing their Wits 
in inventing unheard of and unſufferable 
Torments, ſuch as might gain Perillus the 
Eſtimation of merciful and compaſſionate, 
ſtill cries out of the Falſhood of the Accuſa- 
tion, ſaying, that that Wickedneſs which he 
never committed, no not ſo much as in his 
Dreams, was maliciouſly imputed to him ; 
yet notwithſtanding he was condemned to re- 
main cloſe Priſoner. for twenty Years (tho 
he continued there only three) and to be fed 
there thro' a Trough, upon the Bread and 
Water of Affliction, being cloſe manacled, 
and naked, within a four-ſquare Wall built 
tor that purpoſe, that he might there periſh 
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in his own Dung. This Man's Brather, 
Foſeph Jeſburun, is now living at this time 
in Hamburgh. This miſerable Man calling 
upon God, beſecching him to ſhew ſome 
fignal Teſtimony of his Innocence, and citing 
before his divine Tribunal the Senators, who 
had with no more Mercy than Juſtice thus 
grievouſly and inhumanly afflicted him; the 
bleſſed God was a juſt Judge, for the Prince 
died ſuddenly at a * the Sunday next 
enſuing the giving of the Sentence; and 
during the time of his Impriſonment, the 
aforeſaid Senators by little and little dropt 
away, and died; which was prudently ob- 
ſerv'd by thoſe few that yet remain'd ; where- 
fore they refoly'd to deliyer themſelves, by 
reſtoring him to his Liberty, accounting it 
as a particular Divine Providence, This Man 
came out well, paſs'd throughout all Tah, 
where he was ſeen, to the Admiration of all 
that had Cognizance of his Sufferings, and 
died a few Years fince at Jeruſalem. 

14. The Act of the Faith (which is ordi- 
narily done at Toledo) was done at Madrid, 
Anno 1632. in the Preſence of the King of 
Spain, where the Inquiſitors did then take an 
Oath of the King and Queen, that they 
mould maintain and conſerve the Catholick 
Faith in their Dominions, In this Act it is 
found printed, how that a Family of our 
Nation was burnt, for confeſſing upon the 
Rack the Truth of a certain Accuſation 0 a 
Maig- 
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Maid-Servant, who (provok'd out of ſome 
Diſguſt) ſaid, that they had ſcourg'd and 
whipt an Image, which by the frequent 
Laſhes iſſud forth a great deal of Blood, and 
crying with an out-ſtretch'd Voice, ſaid unto 
them, Why do you thus cruelly ſcourge me? 
The whole Nobility well underſtood that it 
was all falſe, but things of the Inquiſition 
all muſt haſh. 1 

I5. A very true Story happen'd at Liſbon, 
Anno 1631. A certain Church miſs d one 
Night a filver Pix or Box, wherein was the 
Popiſh Hoſt. And foraſmuch as they had 
ſeen a young Youth of our Nation, whoſe 
Name was Simao Pires Solis, ſufficiently 
noble, to paſs by the ſame Night not far from 
thence, who went to viſit a Lady, he was 
apprehended, impriſon'd, and terribly tor- 
tar'd, They cut off his Hands, and aftet 
they had drag'd him along the Streets, burnt 
him. One Year paſs'd over, and a Thief at 
the foot of the Gallows confeſſed how him- 
ſelf had rifled and plunder'd the Shrine of 
the Hoſt, and not that poor Innocent whom 
they had burnt. This young Man's Brother 
was a Friar, a great Theologiſt, and a Preach- 
er; he lives now a few in Amſterdam, and 
calls himſelf Eliazar de Solis. 

16. Some perhaps will ſay, that Men are 
not blame-worthy for imputing to the Jes, 
that which. they themſelves with their own 
Mouths have confeſs'd. But ſurely he hath 
D 2 little 


ed, but only every Perſon was convicted at 
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little Underſtanding of Racks and Tortures 
that ſpeaks thus. An Earl of Portugal, 
when his Phyſician was impriſon'd for being 
a Jeu, requeſted one of the Inquiſitors by 
Letter, that he would cauſe him to be ſet at 
Liberty, for that he knew for certain, that 
he was a. very good Chriſtian ; but he not 
being able to. undergo the Tortures in- 
flicted on him, confeſs d himſelf a Few, and 
became a Penitenti At which the. Earl 
being much incens'd, feigns himſelf lick, and 
re the Inquiſitor by one of his Servants, 
that he would be pleaſed to come and. viſit 
him. When he came, he commanded him 
that he ſhould confeſs that himſelf was a 
Jeu, and farther, that he ſhould put it down 
in writing with bis own hand; which when 
he refus'd to do, he charges ſome of his Ser- 
vants to put a Helmet that was red-hot in 
the Fire (provided for this purpoſe) upon 
his Head; at which he not being able to en- 
dure this threaten'd Torment, takes him a- 
ſide to confeſs, and alſo he writ with his own 


hand that he was a Few. Whereupon the 


Earl takes occafion to reprove his Injuſtice, 
Cruelty, and Inhumanity, ſaying, In like 
manner as you have confets'd, did my Phy- 
fician conſeſs: Beſides that you have pre- 
{ently only out of Fear, not Senſe of Tor- 
ment, confeſs'd more. For this cauſe in the 
1/7 aelitiſh Senate no Torture was ever inflict- 


the 
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the Teſtimony of two Witneſſes. That 
ſuch- like Inſtruments of Cruelty may en- 
force Children that have been tenderly edu- 
cated, and Fathers that have liv'd deliciouſly, 
to confeſs that they have whipt an Image, 
and been guilty of ſuch- like criminal Of- 
fences, daily Experience may demonſtrate, 
17. Others will perchance alledge, theſe 
are Hiſtories indeed, but they are not ſacred 
or canonical, I anſwer, Love and Hatred, 
fays Plutarch, corrupt the Truth of every 
thing, as Experience ſufficiently declares it; 
when we ſee that which comes to paſs, that 
one and the ſame thing, in one and the fame 
City, at one and the fame Time, is related 
in different Manners, I myſelf, in my.own 
Negotiation here, . have found it ſo. For it 
hath been rumoured abroad, that our Nation 
had purchaſed St. Paul's Church, for to make 
it their Synagogue, notwithſtanding it was 
formerly a Temple conſecrated to Diana. 
And many other Things have been reported 
of us, that never entered into the Thoughts 
of our Nation; as I have feen a fabulous 
Narrative of the Proceedings of a great Coun- 
cil of the Ferws, aſſembled in the Plain of 
Ageda in Hungary, to determine whether 
the Meſſiah were come or no, 
18. And now ſince it is evident, that it is 
forbidden the Jes to eat any manner of 
Blood, and that to kill a Man is directly pro- 
hibited by our Law, and the Reaſons before 
given 
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given are conſentaneous and agreeable to every 


one's Underſtanding ; I know it will be in- 


quired by many, but eſpecially by thoſe who 
are more pious, and the Friends of Truth, 
How this Calumny did ariſe, and from whence 
it derived its firſt Original ? I may anſwer, 
that this Wickedneſs is laid to their Charge 
for divers Reaſons. 
Firſt, Ruffinus the familiar Friend of St. 
Ferom, in his Verſion of TFoſephus's ſecond 
ook that he wrote againſt Apion the Gram- 
marian (for the Greek Text is there wanting) 
tells us how Apion invented this Slander to 
gratify Antiochus, to excuſe his Sacrilege, and 
juſtify his perfidious dealing with the Jews, 
making their Eſtates ſupply his Wants. Pro- 
pheta vero aliorum eft Apian, &c. Apion is 
become a Prophet, and faid, that Antiochus 
found in the Temple a Bed, with-a Man ly- 
ing upon it, and a Table ſet before him, fur- 
niſhed with all Dainties both of Sea and Land, 
and Fowls ; and that this Man was aſtoniſh- 
ed at them, and preſently adores the Entrance 
of the King, as coming to ſuccour and relieve 
him; and proſtrating himſelf at his Knees, 
and ſtretching out his Right Hand, he im- 
plores Liberty: Whereat the King command- 
ing him to fit down and declare who he was, 
why he dwelt there, and what was the Cauſe 
of this his plentiful Proviſion, the Man with 
Sighs and Tears lamentably weeps out his Ne- 
ceſſity, and tells him he is a Grecian, and 
| 2 whilſt 
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whilſt he travel'd about the Province to get 
Food, he was ſuddenly apprehended, and 
caught up by ſome ſtrange Men, and brought 
to the Temple, and there ſhut up, that he 
might be ſeen by no Man, but be there fatted 
with all manner of Dainties ; and that theſe 
unexpected Benefits wrought in him at firſt 
Joy, then Suſpicion, after that Aſtoniſh- 
ment; and laſt of all, adviſing with the Mi- 
niſter that came unto .him, he underſtood, 
that the Jeus every Year, at a certain Time 
appointed, according to their ſecret and inef- 
fable Law, take up ſome Greek Stranger, and 
after he hath been fed delicately for the Space 
of a whole Year, they bring him into a cer- 
tain Wood, and kill him. Then, according 
to their ſolemn Rites and Ceremonies, they 
facrifice his Body, and every one taſting of 
his Intrails, in the offering up of this Greek, 
they enter into a ſolemn Oath, that they will 
bear an immortal Feud and Hatred to the 
Greeks. And then they caſt the Relicks of 
this periſhing Man into a certain Pit. After 
this, Apion makes him to ſay, That only ſome 
few Days remained to him before his Execu- 
tion, and to defire the King, that he, fearin 

and worſhipping the Grecian Gods, woul 

revenge the Blood of his Subjects upon the 
Jews, and deliver him from his approaching 
Death. This Fable (faith Joſephus) as it is 
moſt full of all Tragedy, fo it abounds with 
cruel Impudence ; I had rather you _— 
rea 
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read the Confutation of this Slander there, 
than I to write it in this Place. You will find 
it in the Geneva Edition of Joſepbus, p. 1066. 
Secondly, The very fame Accuſation and 
horrid Wickedneſs of killing Children, and 
eating their Blood, was of old by the antient 
— charged upon the Chriſtians, that 
thereby they might make them odious, and 
incenſe the common People againſt them, a8 
appears by Tertullian in his Apolagia contra 
Gentes, Tuſtin Martyr in Apologia 2. ad 
Anton. Euſebius Cæſarcenſis, I. 5. cap. 1. 
& 4. Pineda in his Monarchia Ecclgfiaſtica, 
I. 11. c. 52. and many others, as is known 
fuffictently. So that the Imputation of this 
Cruelty, which as to them continues only in 
Memory, is to the very fame Purpoſe at this 
Day charged upon the eus. And as they 
deny this Fact, as being falſly charged upon 
them., ſo in like manner do we deny it; and 
I may fay perhaps, with a little more Reaſon, 
foraſmuch as we eat not any Manner of Blood, 
wherein they do not think themſelves oblig d. 
Nov the Reaſon of this Slander was always 
the covetous Ambition of ſome, who deſirin 
to gain their Wealth, and poſſeſs themſelves 
of their Eſtates, have forged and introduced 
this enormous Accuſation to colour their 
Wickedneſs, under the ſpecious Pretente of 
revenging their own Blood. And to this Pür- 
poſe, I remember, that when I reproved a 
Rabbi (who came out of Poland to Amſter- 
g dam) 
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dam) for the Exceſs'of Uſury in Germany and 
Poland, which they exacted of the Chriſtians, 
and told him how moderate they in Holland 
and in Taly were; he replied, We are of Ne- 
ceſſity conſtrained to do ſo, becauſe they ſo 
often riſe up falſe Witneſſes againſt us, and 
levy more from us at once, than we are able 
to get again by them in many Years. And 
ſo, as Experience ſhews, it uſually ſucceeds 
with our poor People under this Pretext and 
Colour. | | 

19. And fo it hath been divers Times; 
Men miſchiefing the Fews to excuſe their 
own Wickedneſz: as to inſtance one Prece- 
dent in the Time of a certain King of Partu- 
gal. The Lord bleſſed for ever, took away 
his Sleep one Night (as. he did from King 
Ahaſhurrus) and he went up into a Balcony 
in the Palace, from whence he could diſco- 
ver the whole City, and from thence (the 
Moon ſhining clear) he eſpied two Men car- 
rying a dead Corps, which they caſt into a 
Jeu's Yard. Hepreſently diſpatches a Cou- 
ple of Servants, and commands them, yet with 
a ſeeming Careleſneſs, they ſhould trace and 
follow thoſe Men, and take Notice of their 
Houſe ; which they accardingly did. The 
next Day there is a Hurly-burly and a Tu- 
mult in the City, accuſing the Jeus of Mur- 
der. Thereupon the King apprehends theſe 
Rogues, and they confeſs the Truth ; and 
conſidering that this Buſineſs was guided by 

E a par- 
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a particular Divine Providence, calls ſome of 
the wiſe Men of the Jeu, and aſks them how 
tlꝛey tranſlate the fourth Verſe of the 121ſt 
Pſalm ; and they anſwer'd, Behold, he that 
keepeth Iſrael will neither flumber nor fleep, 
The King replied, if he will not ſlumber, 
then much leſs will he ſleep ; you do not fay 
well, for the true Tranſlation is, Behold, the 
Lord doth not ſlumber, neither will he ſuffer 
him that keepeth Iſrael to ſleep. God, who 
hath yet a Care over you, hath taken away 
my Sleep, that I might be an Eye-witneſs of 
that Wickedneſs which is this Day laid to your 
Charge. This, with many ſuch-like Rela- 
tions, we may read in the Book called Scebet- 
Jebuda, how ſundry times, when our Nation 
was at the very Brink of Deſtruction for ſuch 
forged Slanders, the Truth hath diſcovered 
itſelf for their Deliverance. 

20. This Matter of Blood hath been here- 
tofore diſcuſſed and diſputed before one of the 
Popes at a full Council ; where it was deter- 
mined to be nothing elſe but a mere Calum- 
ny : and hereupon he gave Liberty to the 
Jews to dwell in his Countries, and gave the 
Princes of Italy to underſtand the ſame, as 
alſo Alfonſo the Wiſe, King of Spain. And 
ſuppoſe any one Man had done ſuch a thing, 
as 1 believe never any Few did fo, yet this 
were great Cruelty, to puniſh a whole Nation 


for one Man's Wickednels. 
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21, But why ſhould I uſe more Words 
about this Matter, ſeeing all that is come upon 
us was foretold by all the Prophets ? Moſes, 
Deut. xxviii. 61, Moreover, every Sickneſs 
and every Plague, which is not written in the 
Book of this Law, them will the Lord bring 
upon thee, &c. becauſe thou haſt not hearkened 
to the Voice of the Lord thy God. David in 
the 44th Pſalm makes a doleful Complaint 
of thoſe Evils, and ignominious Reproaches, 
wherewith we are invironed round about in 
this Captivity, as if we were the proper Cen- 
ter of Miſery ; ſaying, For thy ſake are we 
killed all the Day long, we are counted as 
Sheep for the Slaughter. The ſame he ſpeaks, 

Pſalm Ixxiv. and in other Pſalms, 
Exetiel more particularly mentions this 
Calumny, God bleſſed for ever promiſing, 
Chap. xxxvi. 13- that in time to come the 
devouring of Men, or the eating of Man's 
Blood, ſhall be no more imputed to them, ac- 
cording to the true and proper Expoſition of 
the Learned Don Iſaac Abarbanel. The 
bleſſed God, according to the Multitude of 
his Mercies, will have Compaſſion upon his 
People, and will take away the Reproach of 
Hrael from off the Earth, that it may be no 
more heard, as is propheſy'd by Jaiab. And 
let this ſuffice to have ſpoken as ta this Point. 
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The SECOND SECTION. 


0 UR Worſhip deſired jointly to know 
| what Ceremony or Humiliation the 
Jews. uſe in their Synagogues, toward = 
Book of the Law; for which they are b 
dome ignorantly reputed to be Idolaters, I 
ſhall anſwer it in order, | 
- - Furſt, The Fews hold themſelves bound to 
ſtand up, When the Book of the Law, writ- 
ten upon Parchment, is taken out of the Deſk, 
until it is opened on the Pulpit, to ſhew it to 
the People, and afterwards to be read. We 
ſee that obſerved in Nehemiah, Chap. viii. 6, 
where it is ſaid, And when he. had opened it, 
all the People flood up. And this they do in 
Reverence to the Word af God, and that fa» 
cred Book. 
For the ame Cauſe, when it paſſes from 
the Deſk toward the Pulpit, all that it paſſes 
by bow down their Heads a little with Reve- 
rence ;' which can be no dolatrys tor theſe 
following Reaſons : 
Firſt, It is one thing adorare, to o adore; 
and another vezerars, to worſhip. For Ad. 
ration is forbidden to any Creature, whether 
Angelical or Earthly ; but Mor ſbip may be 
given to either of them, as to Men of a higher 
Rank, commonly ſtiled }or/hipful. And fo 
Abraham, who in his Time rooted out vain 
Idolatry, humbled himſelf, and alſo Pour 
te 
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ted himſelf before thoſe three Gueſts, which 
then he entertained for Men. As alſo Jo- 
ſhua, the holy Captain of the People, did pro- 
ſtrate himſelf to another Angel, which with 
a Sword in his Hand made him afraid at the 
Gates of Fericbo. Wherefore if thoſe were 
juſt Men, and if we are obliged to follow 
their Example, and they were not reprehend- 
ed for it; it is clear, that to worſhip the Law 
in this manner as we do can be no Idolatry. 
Secondly, The Jeus are very ſcrupulous in 
ſuch things, and fear in the leaſt to appear to 
give Honour or Reyerence to Images. And 
15 it is to be ſeen in the Talmud, and in R. 
Moſes of Egypt in his Treatiſe of Idolatry: 
That if by chance any Iſraelite ſhould paſs by 
a Church that had Images on the Outſide, 
and at that Time a Thorn ſhould run into his 
Foot, he may not ſtoop to pull it out, becauſe 
he that ſhould ſee him, might ſuſpe& he bowy- 
ed to ſuch an Image. Therefore, according 
to this Strictneſs, if that were any Appearance 
of Idolatry to bow to the Law, the Fes 
would utterly abhor it ; and fince they do it, 
it is an evident Sign that it is none. 
Thirdly, To kiſs Images is the principal 
Worſhip of Idolatry, as God faith, I Krngs 
xix. 19. Yet I have left me ſeven thouſand in 
Ifrael, all the Knees that have not bowed unto 
Baal, and every Mouth that hath not kiſſed 
bim. But if that were fo, it would follow, 
that all Men, who kiſs the Teſtament after 
| x they 
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they are ſworn, ſhould be Idolaters. But 
becauſe that is not fo, ſince that Act is but a 
fimple Worſhip, by the ſame Reaſon it will 
follow, that to bow the Head cannot be re- 
puted for Idolatry. 

Fourthly, Experience ſhews, that in all 
Nations the Ceremonies that Men uſe mutu- 
ally one towards another, is to bow the Head; 
and alſo there are Degrees thereof, according 
to the Quality of the Perſon with whom they 
ſpeak : Which ſhews, that in the Opinion of 
all Nations it is no Idolatry ; and therefore 
much leſs to reverence the Law with bowing 
of the Body. 

Fifthly, In Aſia (and it is the fame almoſt 
in all the World) the People receiving a De- 
cree, or Order of the King, they take it, 
and kiſs it, and ſet it upon the Head. We 
owe much more to God's Werd, and to his 
Divine Commandments. 

Sixthly, Ptolomeus Philadelphus receivin 
the ſeventy-two Interpreters, with the Book 
of the Law into his Preſence, he roſe from 
his Seat, and proſtrating himſelf ſeven times, 
worſhiped it (as Ariſtæus aſſures us.) If a 
Gentile did this to a Law, which he thought 
did not oblige him, much more do we owe 
Reverence to that Law which was particu- 
larly given unto us? 

Seventhly, The Hraelites hold for the Ar- 
ticles of their Faith, that there is a God, who 
is One in moſt ſimple Unity; Eternal, Incor- 


poreal 1 
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real; who gave the written Law unto his 
eople Tfrael, by the Hand of Moſes, the 


Prince and Chief of all the Prophets; whoſe 


Providence takes care for the World which he 
created; who takes Notice of all Men's Works, 
and rewards or punifhes them. Laſtly, that 
one Day Meſias ſhall come to gather together 
the ſcattered 1/raelites, and ſhortly after ſhall 
be the Reſurrection of the Dead. 

Theſe are their Doctrines, which I believe 
contain not any Idolatry ; nor yet in the Opi- 
nion of thoſe that are of other Judgments. 
For as a moſt learned Chriſtian of our Time 
hath written in a French Book; which he calls 
the Rappel of the Fews (in which he makes 
the King of France to be their Leader, when 
they ſhall return to their own Country) 
« The Fews, faich he, ſhall be faved, for 
vet we expect a ſecond Coming of the ſame 
* Meſfias ; and the Fews believe that that 
“ Coming is the firſt, and not the ſecond, 
* and by that Faith they ſhall be ſaved; for 
the Difference conſiſts only in the Circum- 
*« ſtance of the Time.” 


The THikd SECTION. 


IR, I hope J have given Satisfaction to 
your Worſhip touching thoſe Points. I 
Mall yet farther inform you with the ſame 
Sincerity concerning the reſt. Sixtus Senenfis 
in his Bibliotheca, lib. 2. Titulp contra Tal- 


mud, 
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mud, and others, as Biatenſis, Ordine 1. 
Tract. 1. Titiia- Perachot. aver out of the 
Talmud, cap. 4. That every Few thrice a 
* Day curſes all Chriſtians, and prays to God 
* to confound and root them out, with their 
% Kings and Princes. And this is eſpecially 
* done in the Synagogue, by the Fes Prieſts, 
- * thrice a Day.” I pray let ſuch as love the 
Truth, ſee the Talmud in the quoted Place, 
and they ſhall find nothing of that which is 
objected ; only there is recited in the ſaid 
fourth Chapter the daily Prayer, which ſpeaks 
of Minim, that is, Hereticks, ordained in 
Tabne, (that is, a Town not far from Feru- 
falem, between Gath and Gazim, &c.) the 
Talmud hath no more. Hence Sixtus Se- 
nenſis by Diſtillation draws forth the foreſaid 
Calumny, whenas what the Talmud rehearſes 
briefly, co be made only by the wiſe Men in 
the ſaid Town, he ſaith, was a Conſtitution in 
the Talmud long after. 

Now let us ſee what was done by thoſe 
wiſe Men in the ſaid 'Town ; and let us exa- 
mine, whether that may. juſtly offend the 
Chriſtians. 

There is in the daily Prayersa certain Chap- 
ter, where it is thus written, La-Mumarim, 
&c. that is, For Apoſtates let there be no 
Hope, let all Hereticks be deſtroyed, and all 
thine Enemies, and all that hate thee, let them 
periſh. And thou ſhalt root out the Kingdom 
of Pride forthwith, weaken, and put it out, 


and 
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and in our Days. This whole Chapter ſpeaks 
nothing of Chriſtians originally, but of the 
Jews, who fell in thoſe Times to the Saddu- 
ces and Epicureans, and to the Gentiles, as 
Moſes of Egypt faith, Tract. Tephila, cap. 2. 
For by Apoſtates and Hereticks are not to be 
underſtood all Men that are of a diverſe Re- 
ligion, or Heathens, or Gentiles, but thoſe 
Renegado Jews, who did abrogate the whole 
Law of Moſes, or any Articles received 
thence ; and ſuch are properly by us called 
Hereticks. For, according to the Law of 
Chriſtians, he is not properly an Apoſtate or 
Heretick, who is originally bred a Scholar, 
and a candid Follower from his Youth of a 
diverſe Law, and ſo continues: Otherwiſe, 
native Fews and Hagarens, and other Na- 
tions that are no Chriſtians, nor ever were, 
ſnould be properly called Apoſtates and He- 
reticks in reſpect of Chriſtians, which is ab- 
ſurd; as it is abſurd for the Jews to call the 
Chriſtians Apoſtates or Hereticks. Where- 
fore it ſpeaks nothing of Chriſtians, but of the 
fugitive Fews, that is, ſuch as have deſert:d 
the Standard, or the facred Law. 

2. Laſtly, neither the Kingdoms, nor 
Kings that are Chriſtians, or Hagarens, or 
Followers of other Secs, are curſed here, 
but namely the Kingdom of Pride, Certain 
It is, that in that time (wherein ' our wiſe 
Men added to the daily Prayers the aforeſaid 
Chapter) there was no Kingdom of Chriſti- 

ans, 
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ans. What therefore that Kingdom of Pride 
was, ſhould any Man aſk, who can plainly 
ſhew it? So much as we can conjecture by 
it, it is the Kingdom of the Romans, which 
then flouriſh'd, which did rule over all Na- 
tions tyrannically and 2 eſpecially 
over the Jews. For after that, Veſpaſian, 
with his Son Titus, had diſſipated all Judea. 
And tho' ſome Roman Emperors after that 
became Chriſtians, or had a good Opinion of 
Chriſtianity, yet the Kingdom of the Ro- 
mans was heatheniſh, and, without Diſtinc- 
tion, was proud and tyrannical. And how- 
ever the Jews repeated the fame Words of 
the Prayer when the Prince was very good, 
and they liv'd under a juſt Government, 
that they did only of an antient Cuſtom, 
without any Malice to the preſent Govern- 
ment. And now truly in all their Books 
printed again, the forefaid Words are want- 
ing, leſt they ſhould now be unjuſtly ob- 
jected againſt the Jes; and ſo for Apoſtates 
and Hereticks, they fay, ſecret Accuſers or 
Betrayers of the Jews; and for the King- 
dom of Pride, they ſubſtitute all Zedim, that 
is, proud Men. 

3. After this manner, to avoid Scandal, did 
the 72 Interpreters, who coming in Leviti- 
cus to unclean Beaſts, in the place of Arne- 
beth, which ſignifies the Hare, they put 
da quod, that is rough Foot ; leaving the 
Name, and keeping the Senſe, They would 


not 
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not retain the Hebrew Word Arnebeth, as 
they have done in ſome other Appellatives, 
leſt the Wife of Prolomy, whoſe Name was 
Arnebet, ſhould think the Jews had mock'd 
her, if they ſhould have placed her Name 
among the unclean Beaſts, Neither would 
they render it a&ywov lagoon, or axyty lagon, 
which in the Greek Language fignifies a 
Hare, leſt Ptolomy himſelf, who was the 
Son and Nephew of the Lagi, ſhould be of- 
fended, to ſee the Name of his Family re- 
giſter'd among the Creatures that were un- 
clean. Beſides, Plutarch records how it was 
deeply reſented, as a very high Affront and 
Contempt, when one aſk'd Prolomy, who was 
Lagus's Father; as if it ſcoffingly reflected 
upon his obſcure Extraction and Deſcent. 


4. The very like Calumny fell out con- 


cerning the very ſame Chapter of our Prayer. 
When Mulet Zidan reign'd in Morocco, a 
certain fugitive Jew, to ſhew himſelf con- 
ſtant in the Mahometan Religion, and an 
Enemy to his own Nation, accuſed the 
Jeus before this King, ſaying, that they 
prayed to God for his Deſtruction, when 
they mention in their Prayers all Zeaim; 
as tho' they would have all the Family 
of Zidan deſtroyed. They excuſed them- 
ſelves with the Truth, and affirm'd, in pray- 
ing againſt Zedim, that they prayed only 
againſt proud Men (as that Word in the 
Hebrew Language properly ſignifies) and not 

F 2 againſt 
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againſt his Majeſty. The King admitted of 
their Excuſe, but ſaid unto them, that be- 
cauſe of the Equivocation of the Word, they 
ſhould change it for another. 

5. For certain, the Fews give no occaſion 
that any Prince or Magiſtrate ſhould be of- 
tended with them; but contrariwiſe, as it 
ſeems to me, they are bound to love them, 
to defend, and protect them: For by their 
Law and Talmud, and the inviolable Cuſtom 
of the diſperſed Jews every where, upon 
every Sabbath-day, and in all yearly Solemni- 
ties, they have Prayers for Kings and Princes, 
under whoſe Government the Jeus live, be 
they Chriſtians, or of other Religions; I fay, 
by their Law, as Feremiah, ch. xxix, com- 
mandeth, viz. Seek ye the Peace of the Ci- 


ty, whither I have cauſed you to be carried 


away Captives, and pray for them unto the 
Lord, &c. By the Talmud, Ord. 4. Tract. 4. 
Abodaxara, cap. 1. there is a Prayer for the 
Peace of the Kingdom, from Cuſtom, never 


intermitted of the Jews, { Whereſoever they 


are on the Sabbath-day, and their annual So- 
lemnities, the Miniſter of the Synagogue, 
before he bleſſcs the People of the Fews, doth 
with a loud Voice bleſs the Prince of the 
Country under wham they live, that all the 
Jeus may hear it; and they ſay, Amen. You 
have ſeen the Form of the Prayer in the 
Book intitled, The Humble Addreſſes. 
| „ 6. In 
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6. In like manner the Antients obſerve, 
that whereas God commands in Numb. xxix. 
13. that ſeventy Bullocks ſhould be ſacrific d 
upon the ſeven Days of the Feaſt of Taber- 
nacles, that this was in reſpect of the ſeventy 
Nations (who ſhall one Day come up to 

eruſalem, Vear after Vear, to keep this 
Feaſt of Tabernacles, Zechar. xiv. 16.) for 
whoſe Conſervation they alſo facrific'd. For 
they ſay, That all the Nations of the Earth 
ſhall be bleſſed in Abraham, and in his Seed, 
not only ſpiritually, and in the Knowledge 
of the one firſt Cauſe ; but alſo that at this 
time they ſhall enjoy temporal and earthly 
Bleſſings, by virtue of that Promiſe. And 
ſo in the time of the ſecond Temple, they of- 
fered up Sacrifice for their Confederate Na- 
tions, as may appear by theſe enſuing In- 
ſtances. 

In Megilat Tahanit, cap. 9. it is report- 
ed, that when Alexander the Great, at the 
Inſtigation of the Samaritans that inhabited 
Mount Gerizim, went with a Reſolution to 
deſtroy the Temple; Simeon the Juſt met 
him in the Way, and amongſt divers Rea- 
ſons that he urged to divert him from his 
purpoſe, told him, This is the Place where 
we pray unto God for the Welfare of your 

Self, and of your Kingdom, that it may not 
be deſtroyed; and ſhall theſe Men perſuade 
yeu to deftroy this Place? 
The 
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The like we find in the firſt Book of the 
Maccabees, cap. vii. 33. and in Joſepbus's 
Antiq. ib. 12. cap. 17. when Demetrius 
had ſent Nicanor the General of his Army 
againſt Feruſalem, the Prieſts, with the El- 
ders of the People, went forth to ſalute him, 
and to ſhew him the Sacrifice which they 
offered up to God for the Welfare of the 
King. 

In the fame Hiſtory, /:b. 2, 3. and in Jo- 
fſephus Gorionides, lib. 3. cap. 16. we ma 
read, that Heliodorus, General to Seleucus, 
came to Feruſalem with the ſame Intent; 
Onias the High-Prieſt, beſought him not to 
deſtroy that Place, where they prayed to God 
for the Proſperity of the King and his Iſſue, 
and for the Conſervation of his Kingdom, 

In the firſt Chapter of Baruch, the Diſ- 
ciple of Jeremiah, we find that the Jeu, 
who were firſt carried Captive into Babylon 
with Jechonias, made a Collection of Money, 
according to every one's Power, and ſent it 
to Jeruſalem, ſaying, Behold, we have ſent 
you Money, wherewith ye ſhall buy Offerings, 
and pray for the Life of Nebuchadnezzar, 
and for the Life of Baltaſar his Son; that 
their Days may be upon Earth as the Days 
of Heaven, and that God would give us 
Strength, and lighten our Eyes, that we may 
live under their Shadow, that we may long 
do them Service, and find Favour in their 
Sight. 

The 
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The Jeus in Alia did the ſame, as is re- 


ported by Joſephus Gorionides, lib. 3. cap. 4. 


they ſent Letters, with a Preſent to Hirca- 
nus the High-Prieſt, deſiring that Prayers 
might be made for the Life of Auguſtus Cæ- 
ſar, and his Companion Marcus Antonius. 

Philo Tudæus, in the Book of his Embaſ- 
ſage to Caius, making mention of a Letter 
which Caius ſent, requiring his Statue to be 
ſet up in the ſacred Temple, and Agrippa's 
Anſwer thereupon unto the ſaid Emperor, 
reports, that there were theſe Words in it, 
vi. The Jews ſacrifice for the Proſperity 
of your Empire, and that not only upon their 
ſolemn Feaſts, but alſo every Day. 

The like is recorded by Foſephus, (lib. 2. 
cap. 9. de Bello Judaico the Fews ſaid to 
Petronius, General to the Emperor Cazus, 
We daily offer up Burnt-Offerings unto God, 
for the Peace of the Emperor, and the whole 
People of Rome. And in his ſecond Book 
againft Apion, he ſays, We Hebrews have 
always accuſtom d to honour Emperors with 
particular Sacrifices. 

Neither was this Service ever entertained 
unthankfully, as appears by the Decree of 
Cyrus, Ezra vi. 3. where alſo Darius com- 
mands, that of the King's Goods, even of 
the Tribute, Expences ſhould be forthwith 
given unto the Elders of the Jeꝛus, &c. and 
that which they had need of, both young 

Bullocks and Rams, and Lambs for the 
I Burnt- 
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Burnt-offerings of the Lord of Heaven, and 
Wheat, Salt, Wine, and Oil, &c. that they 
might offer Sacrifices of a ſweet Savour unto 
the God of Heaven, and pray for the Life. 
of the King, and of his Sons. 

The ſame alſo was commanded afterwards 
by Artaxerxes, who alſo conferred liberal! 
many large Gifts, as well towards the build- 
ing of the Temple, as the maintaining of 
the Sacrifices. As for Alexander the Great, 
he lighted down out of his Chariot, and 
bowed himſelf at the Feet of the High- 
Prieſt, deſiring him to offer up Sacrifice to 
God on his Behalf. And who can be igno-. 
rant of Prolomy Philadelphus, how richly he 
endow'd the Temple, as is recorded by Ariſ- 
teus? Nor did Antiochus King of the Greeks 
unlike this, when by a publick Edict he for- 
bid that any Stranger ſhould enter the Temple, 
to profane that Place, which the Hebrews 
had conſecrated to Religion and Divine Wor- 
ſhip ( Joſepbhus, lib. 12. cap. 3.) Demetri- 
us did the like, (Fo/ephus, lib. 13. cap. 5, 6.) 
To which may be added, that when they of 
Jeruſalem contended with them of Samara, 
about the Honour and Dignity of the Temple 
before Alexander the Great, the Jeruſalem 
Prieſt in his Plea. urged, That this Temple 
was ever had in great Reverence by all the 
Kings of Afia, and by.them enrich'd with 
ſundry ſplendid and magnificent Gifts. - 

” the 
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the ſecond Book of Joſephus againſt Apron, 
we read, that Prolomy Euergetes, when he 
had conquer'd Syria, offer'd up Euchariſtical 
Sacrifices, not to Idols and falte Gods, but to 
the true God at Jeruſalem, according to the 
manner of the Jews. Pompey the Great, 
as is mentioned by Joſephus de Bello Judaico, 
lib. 1. cap. 5. durſt not ſpoil, no nor ſo much 
as touch the Treaſures of the Temple, not 
becauſe (as Tully in his Oration for Plancius 
ſuppoſes, to whom Augu/tin in his Book de 
Civitate Dei aſſents) he tear'd leſt he might 
be thought too avaritious ; for this ſeems in 
compariſon very ridiculous and- childiſh, for 
military Law would ſoon have acquitted him 


for this; but becauſe of the Reverence to the 


Place, with which his Mind was fo affected. 
Philo Judæus, p. 102. 6. relates a Letter of 
Agrippa's, where he writes, that Auguſtus 
Cæſar had the Temple in fo great Reverence, 
that he commanded a Sacrifice of one Bul- 
lock and two Lambs to be offered up every 
Day out of his own Revenues. - And his 
Wife Julia Auguſta adorn'd it with golden 
Cups and Baſons, and many other coſtly 
Gifts Neither did Cleopatra, Queen of E- 
Obt, fall ſhort of her Liberality. Tiberius, 
throughout the twenty-two Years of his Em- 
pire, commanded Sacrifices to be offered up 
unto God out of his own Tribute. The like 
did Nero, till the unadvis'd Raſhneſs of Ele- 
agar, in refuſing his Sacrifice, alienated the 

G5 - Mind 
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Mind of the Emperor, that he became the 
Cauſe of a bloody Perſecution, 

And by all this we may the better inter- 
pret that 11th Verſe of the firſt Chapter of 
Malachi (who flouriſhed in the time of the 24 
Temple ;) the Words are, From the riſing of 
the Sun, even to the going down of the ſame, 
my Name ſhall be great among the Gentiles, 
and in every Place Incenſe ſhall be offered un- 
to my Name, and a pure Offering; for my 
Name ſhall be great among the Heathen, 
faith the Lord of Hoſts, For beſides that 
the Heathens termed the 'Temple the Houſe 
of the Great God, Ezra v. 8. they and their 
Monarchs and Emperors, both of Perſia, 

Greece, and Rome, deſir'd, as we have heard, 
to have Sacrifices and Incenſe offered for them 
in God's Name. 

9. And let the Reader be pleaſed further 
to obſerve, that the Jews were accuſtomed 
not only to offer up Sacrifices and Prayers to 
God for the Emperors, their Friends, Con- 
federates, and Allies, but alſo generally for 
the whole World. It is the Cuſtom (faith 
 Agrippa to Caius, according to Philo, p. 
1035.) for the High-Prieſt, at the Day of 
Atonement, to make a Prayer unto God for 
all Mankind; beſeeching him to add unto 
them another Year with Bleſſing and Peace. 
The ſame Philo Fudæus, in his ſecond Book 
of Monarchy, faith, © The Prieſts of other 
Nations pray unto God only for the ** 

« fare 
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* fare of their own particular Nations, but 
„ our High-Prieſt prays for the Happineſs 


« and oP of the whole World. And 
0 


in his Boo Sacrifices, p. 836. he faith, 
« Some Sacrifices are offered up for our Na- 
ce tion, and ſome for all Mankind. For the 
* daily Sacrifices twice a-day, v/z. at Morn- 
* ing and Evening, are for the obtaining of 
e thoſe good things, which God the chief 
Good grants unto them, at thoſe two times 
« of the Day. 

And in like manner Foſephus, in his ſe- 
cond Book againſt Apion, faith, © We facri- 
« fice and pray unto the Lord, in the firſt 
place for the whole World, for their Pro- 
& ſperity and Peace, and afterwards more 
e particularly for ourſelves ; foraſmuch (as 
e e conceive) that Prayer, which is firſt 
extended univerſally, and is afterwards put 
** up more particularly, is very much accept- 
* able unto God, Which Words are alſo 
related by Euſebius Ceſareenſis in his Præ- 
paratio Evangelica, lib. 8. cap. 2. 

10. Tis true, that no outward material 
Glories are perpetual; and ſo the Temple 
had its Period, and with the Paſchal Lamb 
all other Sacrifces ceaſed : but in their ſtead, 
we have at this Day Prayer, and, as Hoſea 
ſpeaks chap. xiv. 2. For Bullocks we render 
the Calves of our Lips. And three times 
every Day this is our humble Supplication 
and Requeſt to God : Fill the whole World, 

G 2 Q Lord, 
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O Lord, uith thy Bleſſings ; for all Crea- 
tures are the Works of thy, Hands : As it is 
written, The Lord is good to all, and his 
tender Mercies are over all his Works, Pal. 
in RT 
11. Yea further, we pray for the Conver- 
ſion of the Nations, and ſo we ſay in theſe 
moſt excellent Prayers, upon Re/ a ſana and 
the Day of Atonement : ** Our God, and the 
God of our Fathers, ' reign thou over the 
« whole World in thy Glory, and be thou 
« exalted over all the Earth in thine Excel- 
« lency ;,cauſe thy Influence to deſcend upon 
« all the Inhabitants of the World, in the glo- 
* rious Majeſty of thy Strength; and let 
* every Creature know that thou haſt crea- 
ted him; and let every thing that is form'd 
e underſtand that thou haſt formed it; and 
let all that have Breath in their Noſtrils 
5 fay, The Lord God of {/rael reigneth, and 
*- his Kingdom 1s over all Dominions, And 
again, Let all the Inhabitants of the Earth 
* know and ſee, that unto thee every Knee 
& ſhall bow, and every Tongue ſwear ; before 
*© thee; O Lord our God, let them bow and 


© proſtrate themſelves: Let them give Ho- 


e nour to the Honour of thy Name, and let 
e them all take upon them the Yoke of thy 
Kingdom, Cc. And again, Put thy Fear, 
O Lord our God, upon all thy Works, and 
« thy Dread upon all that thou haſt created; 
te let all thy Works fear thee, and let all 
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« Creatures bow down before. thee, and let 
them all make themſelves one Handful, 
(that is, with joint Conſent) to do thy 
« Will with a perfect Heart, &c. A moſt 
worthy Imitation of the wiſe King Solomon, 
who after he had finiſh'd the Building of the 
Temple, in that long Prayer, 1 Kngs viii. 
was not unmindful of the Gentiles ; but ver. 
41. he faith, Moreover, concerning a Stran- 
ger, that is not of thy People of Iſrael; but 
cometh out of a far Country for thy Name's 
Sake, for they ſhall hear of thy great Name, 
and of thy ſtrong Hand, and of thy ſtretch'd 
out Arm; when he ſhall come and pray to- 
wards this Houſe, hear thou in Heaven t 
Drwelling-place, and do according to all that 
the Stranger calleth to thee for; that all 
People of the Earth may know thy Name to 
fear thee, as do the People of Iſrael, and 
that they may know that thy Name is call d 
upon in this Houſe which I have builded. 
Where it may be obſerved, that when the 
Ißraelite comes to pray, he faith, ver. 29. 
And give every Man according to his Ways ; 
but upon the Prayer of a Stranger he faith, 
And do according to all that the Stranger 
calleth to thee for. And this Diſtinction is 
made to this end, that by the evident and 
apparent Return and Anſwer of their Pray- 
ers, all Gentiles might effectually be brought 
in to the Truth, and Knowledge, and Fear of 
God, as well as the 1/raelites, 
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12. Moreover, ſince the holy Prophets 
made Prayers and Supplications for all Men, 
as well for the Nations as the yaelites how 
ſhould not we do the ſame for the Nations 
among whom we inhabit, as engaged by a 
more eſpecial Obligation, for that we live un- 
der their Favour and Protection? In Deut. 
xxiii. 7. God commands, Thou ſhalt not ab- 
hor an Egyptian, notwithſtanding the heavy 
Burdens they afflifted us with, only becauſe 
thou wa a Stranger in his Land; becauſe, 
that at the firſt they entertained and received 
us into their Country. 

As on the other Side, Ezek. xxili. 11. As 
I live, faith the Lord God, I have no Plea- 


ſure in the Death of the Wicked, but that the 


Wicked turn from his Way and live. We 
ought therefore to imitate his Actions, and 
not to hate any Man, upon the mere Account 
of Religion, but to pray to the Lord for his 
Converfion ; and this alfo, without giving 
Offence, or any kind of Moleſtation. To 
deteſt or abhor thoſe, to whom we owe that 
Proſperity which we enjoy, or who endea- 
your their own Salvation, is a thing very un- 
worthy and ill- becoming; but to abhor their 
Vices and Sins, is not ſo. It was a very ex- 
cellent Obſervation of a moſt wiſe and virtu- 
ous Lady, Beruria, who (as it is recorded in 
the Taimnd, Berachot, cap. 1.) when her 
Hufband R. Meir way about to pray to God 
to deſtroy ſome of his perverſe and froward 

Neighbours, 
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Neighbours, that had no leſs grievouſly than 
maliciouſly vexed and moleſted him, gave 
him this ſeaſonable Admonition, That ſuch 
a thing ought not to be done in Iſrael; but 
that he ſhould rather make his Prayer that 
they might return, and break off their Sins by 
Repentance : alledging that Text, P/al. civ. 
35. Let Sin be conſumed out of the Earth ; 
it is not ſaid Sinners, but Sins; and then the | 
Wicked ſhall be no more. 475 

13. We have now in this Section 3 
that it is a mere Calumny to imagine, that 
we Tews ſhould pray to God, ſo as to give an 
Offence to the Chriſtians, or cauſe Scandal 
any thing in our Prayers, unleſs it be that we 
are not Chriſtians, We have declared to the 
contrary, how we daily pray for them. As 
alſo that, during the Time of the Temple, 
we offered up Sacrifices for Nations confede- 
rate with us, and how all Emperors deſired 
this. Yea, and we offered Sacrifices, not 
only for particular Princes, but for all Man- 
kind in general. How ſince Sacrifices ceaſed 
with the Temple, we at this Day do the ſame 
in our Prayers, and how we beſeech God for 
their Salvation, without giving any Scandal 
or Offence in reſpect of Religion ; and how 
we think ourſelves obliged to perform all this 
by the facred Scripture. By all which laid 
together, I hope I have ſufficiently evidenced 
the Truth of that I have aſſerted. | 


— = 
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The FouRTH SECTION, 


Y conſequence the Accuſation of Bux- 
torphius, in his Bibhotheca Rabbino- 
rum, can have no Appearance of Truth, con- 
cerning that which he puts upon us, viz. 
That we are Blaſphemers. I will ſet down 
the Prayer itſelf : | 
« We are bound to praiſe the Lord of all 
« things ; to magnify him who made the 
& World, for that he hath not made us as 
e the Nations of the Earth, nor hath he 
« placed us as the Families of the Earth, nor 
* hath he made our Condition like unto 
* theirs, nor our Lot according to all their 
* Multitude: For they humble themſelves 
* to Things of no Worth and Vanity, and 
* make their Prayers to Gods that cannot 
* fave them; but we worſhip before the King 
« of Kings, that is holy and bleſſed, that 
ce ſtretched forth the Heavens, and framed 
« the Earth: The Seat of his Glory is in 
« Heayen above, and his Divine Strength in 
te the higheſt of the Heavens. He is our 
% God, and there is no other; he is truly our 
« King, and beſides him there 1s no other, as 
it is written in the Law. And know this 
« Day, and return into thine own Heart, 
« becauſe the Lord is God in Heaven above, 
te and upon the Earth beneath, there is no 
other.“ 
a Truly 
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Truly, in my Opinion, it is a very ſhort and 
moſt excellent Prayer, and worthy of Com- 
mendation. The Sultan Selim, that famous 
Conqueror and Emperor of the Mahometans, 
made ſo much Account of it, that he com- 
manded his Doctor, Moſes Amon (who tranſ- 
lated the Pentateuch into the Arabian and 
Perſian Languages) that he ſhould tranſlate 
our Prayers. And when he had delivered 
them to him in the Turki/b Tongue, he ſaid 
to him, What need is there of fo long Pray- 
ers? Truly this one might ſuffice; he did ſo 
highly eſteem and value it. This is like ano- 
ther Prayer which was made at that Time, 
VIS, 
“ Bleſſed be our God, who created us for 
« his Honour, and ſeparated us from thoſe 
te that are in Errors, and gave unto us a Law 
« of Truth, and planted amongſt us eternal 
« Life, Let him open our Hearts in his 
* Law, and put his Love in our Hearts, and 
& his Fear, to do his Will, and to ferve him 
ce with a perfect Heart; that we may not 
* labour in vain, nor beget Children of Per- 
tc dition, Let it be thy Will, O Lord our 
* God, and God of our Fathers, that we may 
« keep thy Statutes and Laws in this World, 
* and may deſerve, and live, and inherit well, 
and that we may attain the Bleſſing of the 
« World to come, that fo we may ſing to 
e thy Honour without ceaſing. O Lord my 


« God, I will praiſe thee tor ever,” 
H But 
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But neither the one nor the other is a Rlaſ- 
phemy, or Malediction againſt any other 
Gods, for theſe Reaſons following: 

1. It is not the Manner of the Fews by 
their Law to curſe other Gods by Name, 
tho they be of the Gentiles. So in Exod. 
xxii. 27. Thou ſhalt not revile the Gods, Heb. 
Sn, that is, Gods, or God, as Philo Fu- 
dæus, in libro de Monarchia, doth interpret; 
and not Judges, as Onkelos and Jonathan tranſ- 
late in their Chaldee Pqraphraſe, Where 
Philo adds this Reaſon, which is, leſt they 
hearing their own Gods blaſphemed, ſhould 
in a revengeful way of Retaliation blaſpheme 
the true God of Jrael. And we have Exam- 
ples enough, how the idolatrous Heathen 
uſed to revile and defame each other's Gods, 
both in Cicero and Juvenal. 

And in that Senſe, Flavius Foſephus, in his 
Book written againſt Apion, hath theſe Words: 
« As it is our Practice to obſerve our own, 
and not to accuſe or revile others, ſo neither 
e may we deride or blaſpheme thoſe which 
* others account to be Gods. Our Lawgiver 
e plainly forbad us that, by reaſon of that 
« Compellation, Gods.” According to this, 
by our own Religion we dare not do that 
which Buxtorfius chargeth us with. And 
upon this Account the Talmudiſts tell us, that 
we ought to honour and reverence not only 
the Kings of 1/rael, but all Kings, Princes, 
and Governors in general; foraſmuch as the 


Holy 
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Holy Scripture gives them the Stile of Gods, 
in reſpect of the Dignity of their Office. 

2. The Time wherein theſe, as alſo the 
other Prayers were compoſed and ordered, 
was in the Days of Ezra, who, with one 
hundred and twenty Men, amongſt whom 
were three Prophets, Haggai, Zechary, Ma- 
lachi, compoſed them, as we have it in the 
Talmud. Wherefore he cannot ſay, that there 
is any thing intended againſt the Honour or 
Reverence of Chriſt, who was not born till 
many Years after. 

Moreover, the Fews, ſince that Calumny 
was firſt raiſed (tho that was ſpoken of the 
Gentiles, and their vain Gods, humbling them- 
ſelves to Things of no Worth and Vanity) be- 
cauſe they deſire to decline, and avoid the leaſt 
Occaſion of Scandal and Offence, have left off 
to print that Line, and do not in ſome Books 
print any Part thereof. As John Hoornbeck 
alſo witneſſes, in his forementioned Proleg o- 
mena ; and William Dorſtius in his Obſerva- 
tions upon R. David Gau, p. 269. and Bux- 
tor / in his Book of Abbreviatures. And per- 
haps it will be worthy our Obſervation, that 
all theſe three Witneſſes ſay, that it was firſt 
made known to them by one Antonius Mar- 

arita, who was a few converted to the 
Chriſtian Faith, That this Part of the Prayer 
was intended contra Idola Papatiis, againſt 
the Popiſh Idols, which they therefore, as by 
a neceſſary Conſequence, interpret as againſt 
3 Chriit 3 
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Chriſt; but how juſtly, let the unprejudiced 
and unbiaſſed Reader judge. 

3. If this be ſo, how can it be thought, that 
in their Synagogues they name him with 
ſcornful ſpitting? (Far be it from us.) The 
Nation of the Jeus is wiſe and ingenious: 
So ſaid the Lord, Deut. iv. 6. The Nations 
ſhall ſay, Surely this is a wiſe and an under- 
ſtanding People. Therefore how can it be 
ſuppoſed, that they ſhould be fo brutiſh in a 
ſtrange Land, when their Religion depends 
not upon it ? Certainly, it is much contrary 
to the Precept we ſpeak of, to ſhew any Re- 
ſemblance of Scorn. There was never any 
ſuch thing done (as it is well known) in 1taly 
and Holland, where ordinarily the Synagogues 
are full of Chriſtians, who with great Atten- 
tion ſtand conſidering and weighing all their 
Actions and Motions, And truly they ſhould 
have found great Occaſion to find Fault with- 
al, if that were ſo, But never was any Man 
heard thus to calumniate us, wherever we 
dwell and inhabit ; which is a Reaſon ſuffi- 
ciently valid to clear us. Wherefore I ſup- 
pole, that I have ſufficiently informed you con- 
cerning our Prayers, in which we purpoſe no- 
thing but to praiſe God, and to aſk ſpiritual 
and temporal Bleilings ; and by our Service 
and Worſhip, implore the Divine Benevo- 
lence, Protection, and Defence, 


The 
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The FIF TH SECTION. 


UT foraſmuch as it 1s reported, that we 
draw and ſeduce others to our Religion, 
&c. 


1. Never unto this Day in any part hath 
this been ſuſpected, where the Fews are diſ- 
rſed, nor can it find place here. Truly I 
ave held Friendſhip with many great Men, 
and the wiſeſt and moſt eminent of all Eu- 
rope; and alſo they came to ſee me from 
many Places at my Houſe, and I had many 
friendly Diſcourſes with them: yet did not 
this give Occaſion to make us ſuſpected of any 
ſuch things. Yea, Gaſpar Barleus, the Vir- 
gil of our Time, and many others, hath writ- 
ten many Verſes in my Commendation, which 


I mention not for Vain-glory (far be it) but 


for Vindication of my innocent Repute. 

2, By our ritual Books we are clear of this 
ſeducing : For if any Man offer to become a 
Jeu, of what Nation ſoever he be, before we 
receive him, and admit him as a Member of 
our Synagogue, we are bound to conſider, 
whether he be moved by Neceſſity to do it, 
or if it be not for that he is in love with ſome 
of our Nation, or for any other worldly Re- 
ſpect. And when we find no Reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect him, we have yet another Obligation 


upon us, Which is, to let him know the Pe- 


nalties he ſubjects himſelf unto, if he — 
c 


m_ . 
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eth the Sabbath, or eateth Blood, or Fat, 
which is forbidden, Lev. iii. 17. or diſannul- 
leth any Precept of the Law, as may be ſeen 
in the Targum upon Ruth. And if he ſhew 
himſelf conſtant and zealous, then is he ad- 
mitted and protected. Wherefore we do not 
ſeduce any one, but contrarily avoid diſputing 
with Men concerning Religion, not for want 
of Charity, but that we may, as far as it is poſ- 
ſible, avoid Scandal and Hate; and for this 
Cauſe we refuſe to circumciſe them that come 
to us, becauſe we will give no Offence. Yea, 
I have known ſome, that for this Reaſon have 
circumciſed themſelves. And if Ferdinand 
and Jabella, King and Queen of Caſtile, did 
make an Order to expel the Jews, becauſe 
they ſeduced many Chriſtians, and ſome of 
the Nobility to become Jews ; this was but 
a Pretence and Colour for their Tyranny, 
and only, as it is well known, having no 
other thing to object againſt us. Truly I do 
much commend that Opinion, not only of 
Oforius de rebus Immanuelis, but of our Fla- 
vius Joſephus, the moſt famous of all Hiſto- 
rians ; which he relates in his Hiſtory of his 
own Life, 

* At that Time (faith he) there came unto 
e me two Noblemen of the Trachonites, Sub- 
« jects of the King, bringing with them 
* Horſemen, with Arms and Money. Theſe, 
* when the Jeus would compel to be cir- 
cumciſed, if they would live amongſt them, 

« I would 
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ce I would not ſuffer them to trouble them; 
% maintaining, that every Man ought to 
t ſerve God of his own free Will, and not be 
“ forced thereto by others. For ſhould we 
« do this Thing (faith he) it might make 
e them repent that ever they fled unto us. 
« And fo perſuading the Multitude, I did 
% abundantly afford unto theſe Men their 
% Food, according to their Diet.“ 

Truly this was an Action worthy of a noble 
and wiſe Man, and worthy of Imitation, for 
defending common Liberty; leaving the Judg- 
ment and Determination to God alone. The 
Spaniſh Inquiſitions, with all their Torments 
and Cruelties, cannot make any Yew that falls 
into their Power become a Chriſtian, For 
unreaſonable Beaſts are taught by Blows, but 
Men are taught by Reaſon : Nor are Men 
perſuaded to other Opinions by Torments, but 
rather on the contrary they become more firm 
and conſtant in their Tenet. 

% — 
The SixTH SECTION- 


AVING thus diſcuſſed the main Ex- 
ceptions, I will now proceed to ſmaller 
Matters, tho' lefs pertaining to my Faculty, 
that is, to Buſineſs of Merchandize. Some 
fay, that if the Jeus come to dwell here, they 
will draw unto themſelves the whole Nego- 
tiation, to the great Damage of the natural 


Inhabitants, I anſwer, that it hath been my” 


2 Opinion 
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Opinion always (with Submiſſion to bettet 
Judgments) that it can be no Prejudice at all 
to the Engliſh Nation; becauſe, principally 
in tranſporting their Goods, they would gain ta 
much, by reaſon of the publick Payments of — 


Cuſtoms, Exciſe, &c. F. 

Moreover, they would always bring Profit T 
to the People of the Land, as well in buying th 
of Commodities, which they would tranſport br 
to other Places, as in thoſe they would trade by 
in here. And if by Accident any particular th 
Perſon ſhould loſe by it, by bringing down the | E 
Price of ſuch a Commodity, being diſperſed tif 
into many Hands; yet by that means the an 
Commonwealth would gain, in buying cheap- Fi 
er, and procuring it at a leſs Rate. — 

Vea, great Emolument would grow to the 
natural Inhabitants, as well in the Sale of all Cc 
Provition, as in all things elſe that concern the f 9e 
Ornaments of the Body. Yea, and the native ”_ 
Mechanicks alſo would gain by it, there being 10 


rarely found among us any Man that uſes ſuch N 
an Art. a 
2. Add to this, that as our Nation hath 


failed into almoſt all Parts of the World, fo of 
they are always herein profitable to a Nation, 1 
in a Readineſs to give their Opinions in favour c 
of the People amongſt whom they live: Be- i 

{ide that all Strangers do bring in new Mer- . 
chandizes, together with the Knowledge of , 
_ Foreign Countries wherein they were Ky a 

orn. 


And 
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And this is ſo far from damnifying the Na- 
tives, that.it conduces much to their Advan- 
tage ; becauſe they bring from their Countries 
new Commodities, with new Knowledge. 
For the great Work-maſter and Creator of all 
Things, to the end to make Commerce in 
the Earth, gave not to every Place all things, 
but hath parted his Benefits amongſt them; 
by which way he hath made them all wantin 
the Help of others. This may be ſeen in 
England, which being one of the moſt plen- 
tiful Countriesthat are in the World, yet wants 
divers things for Shipping; as alſo Wine, Oil, 
Figs, Almonds, Raiſins, and all the Drugs of 
India; Things fo neceſſary for the Life of 
Man. And beſides, they want many other 
Commodities, which are abundant in other 
Countries, with more Knowledge of them; 
tho” it be true, that in my Opinion there is not 
in the World a more underſtanding People 
for moſt Navigations, and more capable of all 
Negotiation than the Erg/z/bþ Nation are. 

3. Farther, there may be Companies made 
of the Natives and Strangers (where they-are 
more acquainted) or elſe Factors. All which, 
if I be not deceived, will amount to the Profit 
of the Natives. For which many Reaſons 
may be brought, tho' I cannot comprehend 
them, having always lived a ſedentary Life, 
applying myſelf to my Studies, which are far 
remote from Things of that Nature, 


1 4. Nor 
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4. Nor can it be juſtly objected againſt our 
Nation, that they are Deceivers; becauſe the 
Generality cannot in any rational Way be 
condemned for ſome Particulars. I cannot 
excuſe them all, nor do I think but there 
may be ſome Deceivers amongſt them, as well 
as amongſt all other Nations and People, be- 
cauſe Poverty bringeth Baſeneſs along with it. 

5. But if we look to that which we ought 
by our Religion, the moral Precept of the De- 
calogue, Thou ſhalt not ſteal, it belongs in 
common to all Jews towards all Gentzles : 
As may be ſeen in R. Moſes of Egypt, Tract, 
' Geneba, cap. 1. and Gazela, cap. 1. 1! is a 
Sin (faith he) to rob any Man, though he be 
.@ Gentile. Nor can that be alledged out of 
the Sacred Hiſtory, concerning the Jewels 
and Houſhold-ſtuff, of which the Maelites 
ſpoiled the Egyptians, as I have heard it ſome- 
times alledged by ſome to ſome Men ; becauſe 
that was a particular Diſpenſation, and a di- 
vine Precept for that Time. So it is record- 
ed in the Talmud, in the Tract of the Sanhe- 
drim, cap. 11. that in the Time of Alexander 
the Great, thoſe of Alexandria accuſed the 
Jeu for being Thieves, and they demanded 
Reſtitution of their Goods. But Guebia Ben 
Peſria anſwered them, Our Fathers went 
% down into Egypt but ſeventy Souls, there 
* they grew a numerous Nation, above 
* 600,000, and ſerved them in baſe Offices 


ce for the Space of 210 Years : According to 
; : « this 
| 8 
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ce this, pay us for our Labour, and make the 
* Accounts even, and you ſhall ſee you are 
« yet much in our Debt.” The Reaſon fa- 
tisfied Alexander, and he acquitted them. 

6. By conſequence the Fews are bound not 
to defraud, nor abuſe in their Accounts, Ne- 
gotiation, or Reckonings, any Man whatſo- 
ever, as it may be ſeen expreſly in R. Moſes 
of Egypt, and R. Moſeh de Kofi in Samag. 

7. Yea, they farther ſay, that by Reſtitu- 
tions there is a Reſult to the Praiſe of God, 
and the ſacred Law. Whence that Holy and 
Wiſe Man, R. Simeon Ben Satah, having 
bought an Aſs of a Gentile, on the Head-ſtall 
whereof was a Jewel of great Value, which 


the Owner knew not of: Afterwards he found 


it, and freely, and for nothing, he reſtored it 
to the Seller that knew not of it, ſaying, I 
bought the Aſs, but not the Jewel. Whence 
there did accrue Honour to God, and his Law, 
and to the Nation of the Jews, as Midras 
Raba reports in Paraſot Hekel. 

8. After the ſame manner they command, 
that the Oath which they ſhall make to any 
other Nation, muſt be with Truth and Ju- 
ſtice, and muſt be kept in every Particular. 
And for Proof thereof, they quote the Hiſtory 
of Zedekias, whom God puniſhed, and de- 
po. of his Kingdom, becauſe he kept not 

is Word and Oath, made to Nebuchadnezzar 
in the Name of God, though he were a Gen- 
tile, as it is ſaid, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 13. And he 


I 2 alſo 
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alſo rebelled againſt Nebuchadnezzar, wha 
made bim ſiuear by God. 

9. Theſe are the Laws and Obligations 
which the Jews hold. So that the Law that 
forbids the Jes to kill any Gentiles, forbids 
them alſo to ſteal from them : Yet every one 
muſt look to it, for the World is full of 
Fraud in all Nations. I remember a pretty 
Story of what paſſed in Morocco, in the Court 
of the King of Mauritania, There was a 
Jew that had a ſort of falſe Stones, Gc. He 
making a Truck with a Portugal Chriſtian 
for ſome Verdigreaſe that he had, which was 
much ſophiſticated (as they are wont to do 
there) being all falſified with Earth ; one of 
the Portugal's Friends laughed at him, ſaying, 
The Jeu fitted thee well: He anſwered, If 
the Jeu hath ſoned me, I have buried him. 
And fo they ordinarily mock one another. 

This I can affirm, that many of the Jews, 
becauſe they would not break with other 
Mens Goods were very poor at Amſterdam, 
lived very poorly ; and thoſe that did break 
with other Mens Goods by Neceſſity, be- 
came fo much the more miſerable, that they 
were forced to live on Alms. 

And whereas in the time of King Edw. I. 
the Jews were accus'd of clipping the King's 
Coin; it appears that this Accuſation drew 
its Original mainly from the Suſpicion and 
Hatred the Chriſtians bare againſt the Ferwos, 
as appears in the Story, as it is ſet forth by 
Mr. 
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Mr. Prynne, in his ſecond Part of a Short 
Demurrer to the Jews, &c. p. 82. where 
quoting Clauſ. 7. E. 1. u. 7. De fine recipt- 
endo a Judæis, brings in the King writing 
to his Judges in Latin, in theſe Words: Rex 
dilectis & fidelibus fur Stephano de Pente- 
ceſter, Waltero de Helyn, & Th. de Cob- 
ham, Juſticiariis ad placita tranſgreſſonis 
monetæ audienda, ſalutem. Quia omnes Ju- 
dei nuper rectati, & per certam ſuſpictonem 
indictati de retonſura monetæ noſtræ, & inde 
convicti cum ultimo ſupplicio puniuntur; & 
quidam eorum, eadem occaſione, omnia bona & 
catalla ſua ſatisfecerunt, & in priſina noſtra 
liberabantur, in eadem ad voluntatem noſtram 
detinendi, Et cum accepimus, quod plures 
Chriſtiani ob Odium Judzorum, propter dif- 

| crepantiam Fidei Chriſtianæ & Ritus Judæ- 

orum, & diverſa gratia minus per ipſos Ju- 

dæos Chriſtianis haftenus illata, poſtquam | 

Judæos nondum refatos in indictatos de tranſ- | 

greſſiane monetæ, per levas & voluntarias ac- 

cuſationes accuſare, & indictare de die in 

diem nituntur & proponunt, imponendas eis 

ad terrorem ipſorum, quod de ejuſinodi tranſ- 

greſſione culpabiles exiſtunt ſuper ipſos Judzos 

faciende, & fic per minas hujuſinodi accuſa- : 

tionis, ipſos Judæos metu incutiant, & pe- 4 

cuniam extorqueant ab eiſdem : ita quod ig = 

Judæi ſuper hoc ad legem ſuam ſæpe ponuntur 

in vite ſue periculum manifeſtum. Volumus | 

guod omnes Judzi, qui ante primum diem Mais [ : 
I proximo 2 
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proximo praterit indictati, vel per certam 
Suſpicionem rectati non fuerunt de tranſgreſ- 
fione monelæ predictæ, & qui facere voluerint 
nem juxta diſcretionem veſtram, ad opus 
noſtrum facere pro fic, quod non occafioren- 
tur, &c, bujuſinodi tranſgreſſionibus factis 
ante primum diem Maii propter novas accu- 
ſationes Chriſtianorum peſt eundem diem inde 
fattas non moleſtentur, ſed pacem inde ba- 
beant in futurum. Proviſo, quod Judæi in- 
diftati, vel per certam ſuſpicionem, rectati 
de hujuſinodi tranſgreſſianè ante prædictum 
diem Maii, Judicium ſubeant coram vobis, 
juxta for mam prius inde ordinatam & provi- 
fam. Et ideo vobis mandamus, quod fines 
hujuſmodi capiatis, & præmiſſa ſieri & ob- 
fervari faciatis in forma prædicta. Teſte 
Rege apud Cantuar. 8 die Mail. 


The SEVENTH SECTION. 


ND now by this time, I preſume (moſt 

noble Sir) I may have given abundant 
Satisfaction (ſo far as the Nature of an E- 
piſtle will permit) to all your Objections, 
without giving juſt ground of Offence or 
Scandal to any. And foraſmuch as you are 
further deſirous to know ſomewhat concern- 
ing the State of this my Expedition and Ne- 
gotiation at preſent, I ſhall now only fay, and 
that briefly, that the Communication and 
Correſpondence I have held, for ſome Years 
ſince, 
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fince, with ſome eminent Perſons of England, 
was the firſt Original of my anderakice this 
Defign : For I always found by them a great 
Probability of obtaining what I now requeſt; 
whilſt they affirm'd, that at this time the 
Minds of Men ſtood very well affected to- 
wards us, and that our Entrance into this 
Iſland would be very acceptable and well- 
pleaſing unto them. And from this Begin- 
ning ſprang up in me a ſemblable Affecton, 
and Deſire of obtaining this purpoſe. For, for 
ſeven Years on this Behalf I have endeavour'd 
and ſollicited, by Letters and other Means, 
without any Interval. For I conceiv'd that 
Hur univerſal Diſperſion was a neceſſary Cir- 
cumſtance to be fulfilled, before all that ſhall 
be accompliſh'd which the Lord hath pro- 
miſed to the People of the Jews, concern- 
ing their Reſtauration, and their OT 
again into their own Land; accordin 
thoſe Words, Daz. xii, 7. When he 1 
Have accompliſhed to ſcatter the Power of the 
holy People, all theſe things ſhall be finiſhd. 
As alſo that this our ſcattering by little and 
little, ſhould be amongſt all” People, from 
the one end of the Earth even unto the other, 
as it is written, Deut. xxviii. 64. I con- 
ceiv'd that by the end of the Earth might be 
underſtood this Iſland. And I knew not but 
that the Lord, who often works by natural 
means, might have deſigned and made choice 
of me, for the bringing about this M — 
Wi 
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and withal declar'd my Intentions : In order 
to which they ſent me a very favourable Paſs- 


port. Afterwards I directed myſelf to the 


ſecond, and they alſo ſent me another. But 
at that 8 of Time my coming was 
not preſently performed, for that my Kin- 
dred and Friends confidering the chequered 
and interwoven Viciſſitudes and Turns of 
things here below, embracing me, with preſ- 


ſing Importunity earneſtly requeſted me not 
to part from them; and would not give over, 


till their Love conſtrained me to promiſe that 
I would yet a while ſtay with them. But 
notwithſtanding all this, I could not be at 
quiet in my mind (I know not but that it 
might be thro' ſome particular Divine Provi- 
dence) till I had a-new made my humble 
Addrefles to his Highneſs the Lord Protector, 
whom God preſerve, And finding that my 
coming over would not be altogether un- 
welcome to him, 'with thoſe great Hopes 
which I conceiv'd, I joyfully took my leave 
of my Houſe, my Friends, my Kindred, all 
my Advantages there, and the Country where- 
in I have lived all my Life-time, under the 
| benign 
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benign Protection and Favour of the Lords 
the States General and Magiſtrates of Am- 
Nerdam * In fine, I fay, I parted with them 
all, and took my Voyage for England; 
where, after my Arrival, being very cour- 
teouſly received, and treated with much Re- 
ſpect, I preſented to his moſt Serene Highneſs 
a Petition, and ſome Deſires, which for the 
moſt part were written to me by my Bre- 
thren the Fews, from ſeveral Parts of Eu- 
rope, as your Worſhip may better under- 


ſtand by former Relations. Whereupon it 


pleaſed his Highneſs to convene an Aſſembly 
at Whitehall, of Divines, Lawyers, and Mer- 
chants of different Perſuaſions and Opinions; 
whereby Mens Judgments and Sententes 
were different: inſomuch that as yet we have 
had no final Determination from his moſt Se- 
rene Highneſs. Wherefore thoſe few Fews 
that were here, deſpairing of our expected 
Succeſs, departed hence: And others, who 
defired to come hither, have quitted their 
Hopes, and betaken themſelves he to Taly, 
ſome to Geneva, where that Commonwealth 
hath at this Time moſt freely granted them 
many and great Privileges. 


Now, O Moſt High God, to thee 1 make 


my Prayer ; even to thee, the God of our Fa- 


thers : Thou, who haſt been pleaſed to ſtile 
thyſelf, The Keeper of Iſrael : Thou, who 
haſt graciouſly promiſed, by thy holy Pro- 
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remiab, Xxxi. That thou aui 
not oof all. ASM: J Iſrael, BF. all the 
Evil that they have done Thou, who by. fo 
many RR ous Miracles didſt bring thy 
People out of Egypt, the Land of Bondage, 
and didſt lead them into the Holy Land: 
Graciouſly cauſe thy holy Influence to de ſeend 
down into the Mind of the Prince (who,-for 
no private. Intereſt or Reſpect at all, but on 
out of Commuleration to our Affliction, hath 
inclin'd himſelf to protect and ſhelter us; for 
which extraordinary Humanity, neither 1 
myſelf, nor my Nation, can never 
be able to render him anfwerable and: . 
ficient Thanks) and alſo into the Minds ef 
his moſt illuſtrious and prudent Council, that 
they may determine that, which accming te 
thine infinite Wiſdom, may be beſt and moſt 
expedient for us. For Men, O Lord, ſee 
that which is preſent, but thou in ny Om 
niſcience ſeeſt that which is afar off. 
And to the highly honour d Nation. of 
. England, I make moſt humble Requeſt, that 


they would read over my Arguments impar- 


tially, without Prejudice, and devoid of l 


Paſſion, effectually recommending; me to 
their Grace and Favour, and earneſtly be- 
ſeeching God that he would be pleaſed to 
haſten the time promis'd by Zepbaniab, 
wherein we ſhall all ſerve him v one con- 


ſent, after the ſame manner, and ſhall be all 


of che ſame Judgment ; that as his Name is 
One, 


* 
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One, ſo his Fear may be alſo One; ant that : 
we: may all ſee the Goodneſs of the E 
bleſſed for ever, and the Conſolations of Zn, 1 
Amen, and Amen. 5 25 W 2 
Fron my- Study d in London, April 16, 3 

in the .Year from the Creation' 5416; 5 
and in the Tear, according fo 2% 5 
vulgar Account, 1696. 2 3 ä 2 
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to the economy of private Fiimilles a 
hs, Gentlemen, Clergy, Farmers, Merchants, 
Sand on the new Methods of Living; and-Diver- 


ſions in both ty and Country, with ſome Re- 


en _—_— the Ruin of private Families; 
id Remar our Trade in general, and 
elpecnlly of ſuch Commodities as are imported 
for Luxury, or injurious to our Manufattires. 


Alſo ſome Hints to prevent the growing Poverty 


_ ofthe Nations, 
R unc tibi ana tui, cum fit 15. Wars Forum, 
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